THE ASCENT OF ENGLAND (1815-48)
to see a man like Castlereagh preventing the King from having
his say in the European settlement, and putting the shadow of
the monarchy back in its place; moreover, George IV's personal
character offended their morals.
When George III died in 1820 the occasion for a final outburst
of this feeling came. The Regent being now legitimate King, his
determination to divorce his gross, vulgar, and promiscuous
wife was to be carried out. George IV's real wife, the widow of
Mr Fitzherbert, whom he had sincerely loved and married in
his youth and from whom he had been forced to part on account
of her religion (she was a Catholic), was still dive. Morally,
therefore, his existing marriage with a Brunswick princess, whom
he loathed, was not a marriage at all, save for those who conceive
that an Act of Parliament can destroy the laws of God. When
the King proposed to get rid of this woman on the grounds of
her adultery pretty nearly all England rose up in her favour:
the exceptions were the more conservative-minded of the
governing upper class, the politicians who bore the label of
Tory. The difference between them and their opposing team
of similar official rank, who bore the name of Whig, has been
ridiculously exaggerated—they were but two wings of the same
instrument of aristocratic government. Still, there was a certain
tradition of personal loyalty to the Crown, stronger in those who
called themselves Tory than in those who called themselves
Whig. The Queen, who had really no case, was treated as a
martyr; an able lawyer called Brougham, who defended her
before the House of Lords, built up his career upon the popu-
larity thus acquired. And the remainder of George IV's reign
(he did not die until 1830) was spent under the shadow of this
general unpopularity, of which the ultimate root was that he
was something of a challenge to the system of aristocratic
government. Not only the King himself in person, but the
monarchy as an institution suffered from this unpopularity, but
that institution was known to be necessary for the continuance of
the whole complex of English institutions—a nominal King made
real aristocratic rule the easier.
Ireland. It was during these few years of George IV's
occupancy of the throne—a throne without power—that the new
phase of Irish action in the unceasing struggle between Ireland
and England opens. That struggle was not appeased nor put
an end to, as Pitt and the financial forces of the City had
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